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with machine-guns flanked by artillery. At 12:50 P.M. the
American attack was continued in liaison with French forces
on the left.
In the forefront of the attack was the 3o8th Infantry Regi-
ment, of which a battalion was commanded by Major Whittle-
sey. The order was to break through, to consolidate the posi-
tions won, and to hold them. The attacking force, composed
of elements of two battalions of the 3o8th Regiment, was
accompanied by sections from Companies C and D of the
3o6th Machine Gun Battalion.
A powerful artillery barrage preceded the attack, which
smashed through the enemy wire defenses. There were Ameri-
can casualties, while a number of Germans, two officers,
twenty-eight enlisted men, and three machine-guns, were
captured and sent to the rear.
Whittlesey's men forged on without great opposition, en-
countered the Ravine de Charlevaux, their objective, and
quickly filtered into it. They dug foxholes and prepared to
hold while elements from behind were coming up. That night
some men from Company K, 30/th Infantry, succeeded in
joining Whittlesey, but they were all. Units on the right and
left of the Whittlesey force had not advanced so fast in the
general attack.
As in a football scrimmage, the ends had held and the center
had given way. It was through this center that Whittlesey's
men had gone, leaving the Germans to re-form their line and
cut the battalion with its few supports off from the rear.
Now fix in your mind the scene of a six-day tragedy which
had few if any equals in the world's greatest war. Imagine a
small ditch such as a plow might cut, then magnify it ten mil-
lion times. Its sides are broken and irregular and grown with
scraggly brush. At the bottom is a trickling little stream fed